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Last autumn four members of our Society were invited by the

German Emperor to attend the first performance of Fried rich

Delitzsch's Sardanapal at the Royal Opera in BerHn. The cHmax

of this historical pantomime, which is based on Lord Byron's

tragedy Sardanapalus and a ballet of Paul Taglioni/ is the

great pyre in the last scene, on which Sardanapalus burns himself

with his queen, his attendants, and his treasures. The whole stage

is full of fire ; but, of course, nothing is burnt. The blaze is pro-

duced by steam with reflected red light. In the same way you see

the stage full of fire in the last scene of Richard Wagner's
musical drama Die Walkiire. Wodan passes through the flames,

but he is not scorched.

The black cloud over Mount Vesuvius has a fiery aspect at night,

but this is merely the reflex of the fiery lava within the crater. The

pillar of smoke over a volcano consists chiefly of steam and ashes.

A^olcanic eruptions are often not central, but lateral. The great

eruption of Mont Pele in the northern part of the island of

Martinique, on May 8, 1902, was a lateral eruption. In the case

of Mount Etna, lateral eruptions are more frequent than eriiptions

from the central crater. There are several hundred parasitic craters

on the flanks of Mount Etna, especially on the southern side, in

the zone between an altitude of 1,000 and 2,000 meters. This region

is wooded. The volcano is covered with trees up to an altitude of

2,200 meters, and shrubs grow up to 2,500 meters. If there should

be in this region a cloud of steam over a lateral crater, the shrubs

around it might seem to be afire without being consumed. This, I

^ Compare Sardanapal. Grosse liistorischc Pantomime in $ Akten oder

4 Bildern, untcr Anlehnung an das gleichnamigc Ballet Paul TagHoni's
neu bearbeitet von Friedrich Delitzsch (Berlin, 1908).
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think, is the great sight (Exodus, iii., 3) which Moses observed on

the Mountain of God about 1200 b. c.

Mount Sinai is generally supposed to be a mountain on the so-called

Sinaitic Peninsula between the Gulf of Suez and the Gulf of Akaba.

The majority of scholars believe that the Mountain of the Law was

the present Jahal Miisa (the Mountain of Moses) which is the

highest point of this barren peninsula in the south, rising to a height

of 7,362 feet ; but the two famous Egyptologists Richard Lepsius

and Georg Ebers claimed this distinction for the Jabal Serhdl in

the northwest, which is 6,731 feet high.

Mount Sinai, however, cannot be located on the Sinaitic Penin-

sula; it was a volcano in the land of Midian on the northeastern

shore of the Red Sea. Midian is not the name of an Arabian tribe

;

it denotes the Sinaitic amphictyony, i. e., the league of worshipers of

Jhvh- in the neighborhood of Elath, the Edomite port at the north-

eastern end of the Red Sea.

Midian is derived from the old Sumerian word dm which means

in Arabic not only judgment, but also religion. Law and religion

are intimately connected in the East. The Jewish religion is known

as the Mosaic Law. In the New Testament the Jewish theologians

are called lazvyers.^ The Arabic term fakih denotes a scholar versed

both in jurisprudence and theology.

Midianite is not a name like Arabic, but a term like Islamic.

Priest of Midian means a priest of the Sinaitic amphictyony. The

name of Moses's father-in-law was Jethro, which may be connected

with the name of the Egyptian sun-god, Ra, which we find also in

Potiphera' and Potiphar (for Petiphro; compare Jether for Jethro).

In the original tradition, Moses was the son-in-law of a priest of

On or HeliopoHs, the city of the sun-god. Moses's Egyptian wife is

contemptuously referred to (in Numbers, xii., i) as the Ethiopian

"For Jhvh (i. e., Jahveh or Yahwdy, not Jehovah) see the notes on the

translation of the Psalms, in the Polychrome Bible, page 164, line 4. The

first syllable of Janven should be pronounced like the jah in Hallelujah.

^Compare Matthew, xxii., 35; Luke, vii., 30; x., 25; xi., 45. 52; xiv., 3.

It might be well to add that publican means toll-gatherer. Sinner = unor the

-

do.v; compare John, vii., 49.
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woman, i. e., the negress.* Afterwards this tradition was trans-

ferred to Joseph (Genesis, xH., 45).

Moses is not a proper name, but a title meaning Deliverer. He
was an Edomite, but the son-in-law of an Egyptian priest of Helio-

polis, near the western end of Goshen where the Edomite ancestors

of the Jews lived before the Exodus. According to Acts vii., 22,

]\Ioses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.

If we bear this in mind, we can appreciate the remarkable state-

ment in Deuteronomy, xxiii., 8 (which was written about 690 b. c.) :

Thou shalt not abhor an Edomite, for he is thy brother ; thou shalt

not abhor an Egyptian, for thou wast a stranger in his land. The

children that are begotten of them shall enter into the congregation

of Jhvh in their third generation.

The Edomites were not enemies of their brethren in Jerusalem

at the time of Nebuchadnezzar (about 586 b. c.) but they were

unfriendly disposed toward the Jews at the time of Judas Mac-

cabseus (about 164 b. c). Both Moses and David were Edomites.

Moses established the Jewish religion, David founded the kingdom

of Judah. Moses corresponds to Mohammed, David to Omar. The

Levites were Edomite priests. According to Exodus, ii., i, Moses's

father belonged to a priestly family {beth lezvt) and Moses's mother

was the daughter of a priest {hath lezvt).

^

Jewish monotheism is derived from Egypt. Monotheism can

have originated only in a highly civilized country as a reaction

against excessive polytheism. About 1350 b. c. Amenophis IV. of

Egypt endeavored to supersede the old polytheistic religion by the

* Compare Jeremiah, xiii., 23 and my paper The Aryan Ancestry of Jesus

(Chicago, 1909) page g^^Tlie Open Court (April, 1909) page 201. The

admixture of African blood in the Semitic race may be tested by the

new sero-diagnostic methods (based on deviation of the complement

—

whereby the phenomenon of haemolysis is inhibited) which were discussed

by H. Sachs at the 39*'' congress of German anthropologists, held at Frank-

fort, Aug. 4, 1908. Compare Max Seber, Modcrne Blntforschimg und

Abstammungslehrc (Frankfurt am Main, 1909) page 44. See also, below,

page 365, note 44.

°A lezvi (for lazm) is a viorcJi; Arab, aliva is equivalent to Heb. horah.

In Exodus, iv., 14; Judges, xvii., 7 Iczvt evidently means priest. For cth

before hath Icwi see Haupt, The Book of Esther (Chicago, 1908) page

18, line 6.
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exclusive worship of the Sun.® He prohibited the cult of Amon and

of all other gods ; their images were destroyed, and their names

erased from the walls of the temples and other public buildings.

After his death, however, a reaction set in, and his innovations were

abolished." But some priests of this monotheistic cult may have

survived in Heliopolis, and Moses's father-in-law may have been

one of them.

Hobab is not a proper name, but a term for father-in-lazv .^

Jethro, the Jiobdb of Moses, was attached to the Edomite clan

Reuel. Jhvh was an Edomite god. The meaning of the name is

He zvlio causes to be. In Exodus, iii, 14 we must read instead of

the meaningless ehyeh ashcr ehyeh, I am that I am : ahyeh asher

ihyeh,^ I cause to be what is.^" The old name of this god of the

Edomites was Esau, which is a dialectic form of the Hebrew word

'Oseh (for 'asai) Maker. The Jews are the descendants of the

Edomite worshipers of Jhvh/^ who were united under the leader-

ship of David about 1000 b. c. David belonged to the Edomite clan

Ephrath in one of the fertile valleys about Hebron. He was not a

native of Bethlehem, neither was any son or descendant of David

ever born at Bethlehem.

"An uncle of Amenophis IV. was high-priest in HeHopoHs ; see Zcit-

schrift dcr Dcutschcn Morgenldndischcn Gcsellschaft, vol. Ixiii., page 247,

line 29. Userkaf, the first king of the Fifth Dynasty, is said to have been

high-priest of Heliopolis prior to his accession to the throne (about 2680

B. c). Compare below, page 368, note 59.

' Compare the notes on the translation of Joshua, in the Polychrome

Bible, page 49.

* In the Targum Jerushalmi ii. we find (Deuteronomy, xxvii., 13) the

feminine habibthd, lit. the beloved, for the Heb. hothcnth. mother-in-law.

* The pronunciation yihyeh is incorrect. Wesay Israel, not YIsrael. Con-

trast the dissertation of Erich Ebeling, Das Vcrbuni dcr cl-Amarna-

Briefe (Berlin, 1909) page 10.

'"This would be in Assyrian: usdbsd ^a ibdsil; in Arabic: ukduwinu

md yakiiitu.

"The majority of them were Edomites, but they comprised also Horites,

Canaanites, Ishmaelites, Moabites, Hittites, Amorites, Philistines, Egyptians,

and Ethiopians, i. e., a mixture of Asiatic, African, and European elements.

For the Philistines compare the Proceedings of the Society of Biblical

Archceology, vol. xxxi. (London, 1909) page 233. Even the Phenicians may
have come from Europe. Herodotus, who states (i., i ; vii., 89) that the

Phenicians were originally settled on the Red Sea, confounds the Phenicians

with the Jews.
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Judah (Yehuddh) is not the name of an Israelitish tribe, but a

feminine collective to yehodeh, he confesses.^- King of Judah is

originally a title like the Islamic Commander of the Faithful. The

worship of Jhvh was introduced in Israel by David (about 1000

B. c.) after he had conquered the northern confederation of Israel-

itish tribes; but after the death of Solomon (about 930 b. c.) the

Israelites relapsed into their former idolatry.^^ The Israelites have

vanished ; they survive only, mixed with numerous foreign elements,

including a considerable percentage of Aryan colonists,^* in the

Samaritans whose number is now reduced to 170 souls.

The Israelites were not in Egypt, but the Edomite ancestors of

the Jews were in Egypt (about 1230 b. c.) under the reign of

Merneptah,^^ whose name appears in the Old Testament as Me-

nephtoah.^" At that time the Israelites were settled in Palestine,

" The relation between the participial form modeh, confessor, and the old

imperfect form yehodeh, he confesses, is the same as the connection between

the modern Jewish name Meyer (Heb. Me'ir) and the old name Jair (Heb.

Ya'ir) which appears in the New Testament as Jairus.

" Compare the translation of Joshua, xxiv., 2. 14. 23, in the Polychrome

Bible, and the Notes, page 91, lines 3-6; also Genesis, xxxv., 2; xxxi., 19.

" In the second half of the eighth century b. c. the Assyrian kings sent

Babylonian colonists from Babylon and Cutha to Samaria ; they also trans-

ferred there Aryan colonists from Hammath and other Galilean cities ; see

Orientalistische Literaturzeittmg , vol. xi., columns 237-239.

"Canon Cheyne notes in his Encyclopadia Biblica, col. 1182, below,

that thirty years ago Mr. Baker Greene {Hebrew Migration, pp. 2,7. 117.

199. 310) brought the passage in the Anastasi papyrus (vi., 4, 14, where a

high official asks permission for the entrance into Egypt of tribes from the

land of Aduma) into connection with the settlement of Hebrew tribes, such

as the Josephites and, as he thought, the Kenites. —The Josephites, however,

were not in Egypt. The ancestors of the Israelites came from the pasture

grounds south of Haran in Mesopotamia, and invaded Palestine from the

northeast; whereas the ancestors of the Jews, who had sojourned in Egypt,

came from Elath, at the northeastern end of the Red Sea, and invaded Pales-

tine from the south. The Israelites settled in Palestine about b. c. 1400;

the Jews came about the end of the eleventh century. Compare below, page

366, line 8.

"Heb. ma'yan me nephtoh (Joshua, xv., 9; xviii., 15) does not mean

The fountain of the waters of Nephtoah, but The Fountain of Me(r)neptah.

The modern name of this place is Liftd. In this village, about two miles

northwest of Jerusalem, there is a large fountain, the waters of which are

collected in a great walled reservoir of very early origin. The locality is

undoubtedly ancient. See Cheyne's Encyclopaedia Biblica, col. 3394-
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in the region of Mount Ephraim. At the time of Gideon (about

iioo B. c.) the IsraeHtish peasants in Palestine were idolaters, while

the invading Midianites were worshipers of Jhvh. The legends

of the ancient Israelites have been subsequently conformed to

Judaic standards, just as the traditions of South Arabia have been

systematically altered by the followers of Mohammed. The names

of the ancient IsraeHtish gods in the old legends were afterwards

replaced by the " Angel of Jhvh "^^ or Jhvh.^^ Gideon's name

Jerubbaal^^ shows that he was not a worshiper of Jhvh.

If the Alidianite bedouins had not been defeated by the IsraeHtish

peasants, they would have conquered Palestine from the east. As

they were repulsed at that time, they afterwards invaded Palestine

from the south.

It is possible that in the time of Gideon the son of an IsraeHtish

herdsman was sold by Midianitish Ishmaelites (or Ishmaelitish

Midianites) -° as a slave into Egypt, where he afterwards attained a

prominent position. But the statement that this happened to the

ancestor of Ephraim and Manasseh is a later modification of the

original tradition. As the Israelites never were in Egypt, the

official historians tried to create the impression that Ephraim and

Manasseh had been born in Egypt, and that the Israelites had been

from the beginning worshipers of Jhvh. The story of Joseph

seems to have been influenced in some respects by the ancient

Egyptian poetic autobiography of Sinuhet (about 2000 B.C.).

Lifts, = Nephtah; change of / and n is not exceptional: the modern name

of the Biblical Shunem is Siilem; on the other hand, Bethel is now known as

Beitin, and Jezreel as Zer'in. Talmudic tarncgol, rooster, is the Sumerian

dar-ltigalln, king of the variegated birds (chickens). Compare J. Hunger,
Babyl. Tieromina (Berlin, 1909) p. 42.

"Wellhausen remarks in the notes on the translation of the Psalms,

in the Polychrome Bible, page 176, line 36: Judaism has turned the heathen

gods into angels, commissioned by Jhvh to govern the various nations.

"Compare, e. g., Genesis, xxxi., 11. 13; also xvi., 11. 13; Judges, vi., 11.

" The name Jeruhbaal means Baal requites, rewards. The Hebrew verb

riih or rib, to strive, to sue, means originally to retaliate, to try to obtain

redress. It has recently been shown that we have the same verb in the

name of Sennacherib, Assyr. Sin-ahe-riba, O Moongod give brothers as a

reward ! Gideon's god was Baal-bcrith (Judges, viii., 22>) i- c-, the Baal of

(Oracular Decision. Also sefr hab-bcrith (Exodus, xxiv., 7) means not the

Book of the Covenant, but The Book of (Oracular) Decision (s).

'"Compare Judges, viii., 24; Genesis, xxxvii., 25-28.
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Also Balaam was a prophet of Jhvh, while the Israelites, who

were to be cursed by this Edomite seer, were idolaters. In Num-
bers xxiii., 7 we read that Balaam came from Aram, from the great

mountain-^ in the east, i. c, Mount Sinai in the neighborhood of

Elath, on the northeastern shore of the Red Sea. This Aram is

not Syria, but the Koranic Iramu which we find in the 89**^ sura

in connection with the Adites. Iramu (or Aramu) denotes the

region southeast of Elath. Balaam is identical with Lokman the

Wise. Lokman is a translation of Balaam.-- Both names mean

Devoiircr. The name of Balaam's father is Be'or, and Lokman's

father was called Ba'iir. Lokman was born at Elath ; elath or

cloth means tall trees, including palms, and there is a large grove

of palm-trees near Elath. In Judges, i., 16 Elath is called The

City of Palm-trees.

In the Koran the Midianites of Elath are called aghdhu-l-aikati,

the People of the Grove. Aikat is an adaptation of Ailat, the Arabic

name of Elath. Just as Midian is not a tribal name, but the ancient

term for the Sinaitic amphictyony, so the Adites, referred to in the

Koran, are not a tribe, but a religious confederation. Arab, 'dd

is the collective to 'ddah, custom, usage, institution, a synonym of

sunnah which may be connected with Sinai ; it is originally a desig-

nation of the Worshipers of Jhvh, as are also Midian and Jehudah,

the prototypes of the later Congregation (Heb. kahdl and 'eddh).

Hud, the name of the prophet who was sent to the Adites, is but a

shortened form of Jehudah. Shu'aib, the Arabic name of Jethro,

means small trihe.'^^

^ The mountains = the great mountain ; compare the notes on the trans-

lation of Esekiel, in the Polychrome Bible, page 157, line 22.

^ Similarly Nazareth is a translation of the older name of this Galilean

town, Hinnafhon or Hittalon, mispointed Hannathon and Hethlon, which

means Seclusion; see my paper The Ethnology of Galilee in the Transactions

of the Third International Congress for the History of Religions (Oxford,

1908) vol. i., page 303, line 3. The original form of the name Nazareth

may have been Nagdrath with final t as in Zarephath = Sarepta (Assyr.

^a7-iptu).

^ Compare Heb. mcthe niispdr, or mcthe ine'dt, or ha-me'dt mikkol

ha-'ammim (Genesis, xxxiv., 30; Deuteronomy, iv., 27; vii., 7; xxvi., 5;

Psalm, cv., 12). For the Adites compare the new Ensyklopoedie des Islam,

edited by Houtsma and Schade, page 128.
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Mount Sinai, the sacred mountain of Alidian, must have been a

volcano. When the Edomite ancestors of the Jews came to Mount

Sinai after the exodus from Egypt, there were thunders-* and

Hghtnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the

trumpet exceeding loud. . . And Mount Sinai was altogether on a

smoke . . . and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a

furnace, and the whole mount C|uaked greatly. This passage

(Exodus, xix., i6. i8) describes a volcanic eruption accompanied by

earthquakes and thunderstorms. The voice of the trumpet (or

rather ram's horn)-^ denotes the subterraneous roaring, rumbling,

and thundering accompanying a volcanic eruption or earthquake.

Homer (//. xxi., 388) uses trumpeting for thundering.-^ We use

blare not only of a sound like that of a trumpet, but also of a loud

or bellowing noise. We speak of the blare of trumpets and the

blare of thunder. In Babylonian omen tablets the blare of thunder

is compared to the voices of various animals: rams, asses, horses,

hogs, lions, dogs, rats, chickens and other birds, etc.-" Pliny

(ii., 193) says that earthquakes are preceded or accompanied by a

terrible noise which resembles either a murmuring, or a roaring, or

the shouting of men, or the clangor of arms (praecedit vero coniita-

turqiie terribilis sonus, alias munnuri siniilis, alias mugitibus aut

clamori humano armorumque fragori). A Winchester physician

said of the recent seismic shocks in Virginia at the beginning of this

month (April, 1909) : I felt two earthquake shocks. They were

like the boom of heavy cannon fired in quick succession, and were

followed by a loud roaring and rumbling. The earth trembled, and

my house swayed perceptibly.

In the same way the walls of Jericho, which were excavated a

-* Lit. voices; the plural is intensive; compare above, page 360, note 21.

Thunder was regarded as the voice of God.
^ See the cuts in the Appendix on the Music of the Ancient Hebrews

in the translation of the Psalms, in the Polychrome Bible, page 222 ; compare

the translation of Joshua, page 63.
"" Compare also the various uses of Lat. fremitus, sonitus, strepitus;

Greek Kkayyi], Krinrnc, I3p6/in(^ etc. See my paper on the Trumpets of Jericho

in- the Vienna Oriental Journal, igog.

"See J. Hunger, Babylonische Ticromina nchst gricchisch-rdmischcn

raraUclen (Berlin, 1909) page 168.
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year ago by the Deutsche Orient-Gesellschaft,-^ were destroyed by

an earthquake accompanied by shouting and horn-blowing, i. e.,

roaring and rumbhng. The idea that the walls of this ancient im-

pregnable fortress fell down owing to the shouts of the Israelites and

the horn-blowing Israelitish priests^" is a later embellishment.

Similarly, Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by a tectonic

earthquake. This was discussed more than ten years ago by the

German geologist Blanckenhorn, in his book on the Dead Sea

and the Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Berlin, 1908).^"

Also the explanation of the Pillar of Salt was given long ago. At

the southwestern end of the Dead Sea there is the so-called Moun-

tain of Sodom, consisting of crystallized rock-salt. From the face

of it great fragments are occasionally detached by the action of the

rains, and appear as pillars of salt, advanced in front of the general

mass. Such pillars (or pinnacles) have been often noticed by

travelers. Lieutenant W. F. Lynch described one which was about

40 feet high, cylindrical in form, and resting on a kind of oval

"^ See No. 39 of the Mittcilungen der Dcutsclicn Oricnt-GcscllscJiajt

(Berlin, 1909).
"" Compare the translation of the sixth chapter of the Book of Joshua

in the Polychrome Bible and the Notes, on page 62. The failing of the

waters of the Jordan, as described in Joshua, iii., 16 (compare the Notes

on page 60) may have been due to a landslip some 16 miles north of Jericho,

near Ed-Damieh (the ancient Adam, or rather AdamaJi, south of the mouth

of the Jabbok) where the valley of the Jordan contracts to a narrow gorge.

Canon Cheyne states in his Encyclopcsdia Biblica, col. 2400, that minor

landslides still occur in that region, and a large one might again dam up the

Jordan, and let it run off into the Dead Sea, leaving the bed temporarily dry.

An Arabic historian relates that on Dec. 7, a. d. 1266, in the neighborhood

of Ed-Ddmieh, a lofty mound, which overlooked the river on the west, fell

into the water and dammed it up for several hours.

^"Compare Diener, Die Katastrophe von Sodom nnd Gomorrha im

Lichte geologischer Forschiing in the Mittheilungen der K. K. Geographi-

schen Gesellschaft in VVien, 1897, pp. 1-22; also Cheyne' s Encyclopcedia

Biblica, col. 1047. For the fire (Genesis, xix., 24. 28) following the earth-

quake, note Genesis, xiv., 3. 10 (the region was full of slimepits, i. e., bitumen

springs). From the Lord out of heaven (Genesis, xix., 24) is a subsequent

addition; rained does not necessarily mean that the brimstone and fire came

out of heaven; compare Psalm Ixxviii., 27. The Cologne Gazette of April

27, 1909, reported that during the recent earthquake at Lisbon, on April 23,

1909, boiling water, smoke, and sulphureous dust were ejected from several

large fissures. —There are sulphur springs in the region of the Dead Sea.
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pedestal, some 50 feet above the level of the sea. A picture of it is

given in Lynch's Narrative of the U. S. Expedition to the River

Jordan and the Dead Sea (Philadelphia, 1850) page 308.^^ Canon

Driver, of Christ Church, Oxford, says (in Hastings's Dic-

tionary of the Bible) : It is probable that some such pillar, conspicu-

ous in antiquity, gave rise to the story of Lot's wife. The late

Professor Edward Robinson, of Union Theological Seminary,

New York, remarked in his Biblical Researches (vol. ii., page 108)

that during the rainy season such pillars were constantly in the

process of formation and destruction.

The other day my little girl, who is but 12 years old, was read-

ing some of the numerous clippings which denounced my allusion to

the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah and raised the question

how I could explain the Pillar of Salt.^- She said. How could Lot

see that his wife became a pillar of salt? If he had looked back,

he would have become a pillar of salt. The meaning of the original

text in Genesis, xix., 26 is undoubtedly that as soon as Lot's wife

looked back, she became a pillar of salt. In a Philadelphia paper a

correspondent stated, I had overlooked the comma. There were no

commas in the original text. The majority of the readers of the

Bible do not realize that the title-page of the Authorized Version

contains the statement translated out of the original tongues and

with the former translations diligently compared and revised, by His

Majesty's special command.

In Exodus, xxiv., 17 we read: The sight of the glory of Jhvh
was like devouring fire^^ on the top of the mount in the eyes of the

Israelites. According to Exodus, xiii., 21, Jhvh was before them

by day in a pillar of a cloud, and by night in a pillar of fire.^*

The modification that this pillar of smoke or fire preceded them on

their march in the wilderness is a later embellishment suggested by

*' Compare my paper on Jonah's Whale in the Proceedings of the Amer-
ican Philosophical Society, vol. xlvi., page 162, note 3.

^ I alluded to it in a paper on the location of Mount Sinai, which I

read at the annual meeting of the American Oriental Society, New York,

April 16, 1909.

^'Compare also Deuteronomy, iv., 24. 2^; ix., 3; Psalm, xcvii., 3;

Hebrews, xii., 29.

'* Compare Genesis, xv., 17.
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the custom of carrying at the head of a caravan, in a cresset mounted

upon a long pole, a beacon-fire, the blaze of which served as a

guiding-light at night, while the smoke signaled the direction during

the day. According to the Priestly Code (which was compiled by

Jewish priests during the Babylonian Captivity about 500 B.C.) the

cloud was over the Tabernacle by day, and by night fire beaconed

there. ^^ But originally the cloud was on the top of Mount Sinai,

and at night it had a fiery aspect.

Sinai means covered zvith senna shrubs.^^ This seems to be the

older name of the Mountain of Jhvh. Horeb, which is equivalent

to Mont Pele, i. e., Bare Mountain,^' is a later name.^^ The top of

the mountain may have been bare after the eruption observed by

the Hebrews after their exodus from Egypt. ^"^ The volcano may

have been dormant for centuries*" when Moses saw the first flame

of fire out of the midst of the bush, i. e., a clump of senna shrubs.

The famous Arabian geographer and historian Abulfeda (who

died in a. d. 1331) says: Opinions differ with regard to Mount Sinai.

Some say. It is a mountain in the neighborhood of Elath; others,

A mountain in Syria. According to some, shid denotes the stones of

the mountain ; according to others, the shrubs thereon.*^ Sana is

the Arabic name for senna, and sind means small stones, i. e., the

lapilli of the volcano. In Exodus, xix., 13 the Hebrews are warned

^See Haiipt, The Book of Canticles (Chicago, 1902) page 22 = The

American Journal of Semitic Languages, vol. xviii., page 212; compare

Haupt, Biblische Liebeslieder (Leipzig, 1907) page 22.

^° Cassia angustifolia. This shrub, which is more than six feet high, is

found on the shore of the Red Sea. The best senna leaves (folia scnnae)

come from Arabia.
^' Horeb may also be interpreted to mean making hare or Destroyer

(Arabic harib).

^^ In several passages (Exodus, iii., i; xvii., 6; xxxiii., 6; i. Kings, xix.,

8) Horeb represents a later addition. The name Horeb does not occur

before the 7"' century b. c.

^°The top of Mount Etna, which is now bare, was wooded in the six-

teenth century.
*° Mount Vesuvius seemed to be extinct from 1500 to 163 1 ; it was covered

with trees and shrubs, the cattle browsed within the crater; but on Dec.

16, 1631, there was a terrific eruption which destroyed some 3,000 men.

"The Arabic text (p. 69 of the Paris edition) reads: wa-turu Sind'a

'htdlafu fihi, fa-qila: huzva jdbalun bi-qurbi Ailata, fa-qila: sinaii hijaratuhu,

wa-qila: sdjarun fihi. Mount Sinai is called also tUru Sinina.
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against drawing too near to the mountain, inasmuch as any man
or beast might be killed by a volcanic bomb or the lapilli ejected

from the volcano. The universal interpretation of this passage

(which we find also in the New Testament, Hebrews xii., 20)

that men or beasts that disregarded this prohibition were to be

executed by being stoned or shot with an arrow, is grotesque.

No Hebrew ever shot a domestic cow with an arrow.

There is a mountain in the neighborhood of Elath, known as

the Jahal an-Niir, the Mountain of Light, or Jabal al-Barghir, a

modification of barghil, which denotes a region near the water

or between cultivated land and the wilderness. The Arabs say

that the Lord spoke to Moses on that mountain. There is also

a Jabal Harb*'- southeast of Elath, which is 7,218 feet high. It

is situated near the eastern shore of the Red Sea, about lat.

28° N., west of Tabuk, north of Ziba on the Red Sea, on the route

of the pilgrims from Egypt to Mecca. We ought to send an

expedition to Akaba to find out whether these two
mountains are extinct volcanoes and covered with senna

shrubs."*^ Systematic explorations of this volcanic region of the

cradle of Judaism would no doubt yield most striking results.

I am inclined to think that not only the Edomite ancestors of

the Jews came from that region, but also the Semites who invaded

both Babylonia and Egypt. The aborigines of Egypt must have

been a negroid race,** but Semites must have invaded the valley of

the Nile in the prehistoric period. Some of these Semitic invaders,

"My attention has been called to the fact that A. H. McNeile, The
Book of Exodus (London, 1908) p. cv. states: Horeb must ... be located

... on the east of the Gulf [of Akaba]. And it is worthy of notice that

in modern maps a Jabal Harb is situated on the east of the Gulf, a little

south of lat. 28°.

^^We ought to disinter also the ancient capital of Galilee, at the hot

springs (Hammdth) south of Tiberias, and the traditional home of Abraham,

Ur of the Chaldees, the present Mughair. I have been advocating excava-

tions at Mughair for more than 25 years. Dr. John P. Peters states in

his work on Nippur (vol. ii., page 300) : I have seen no mound which
seemed easier and safer to excavate, or promised richer results than Mughair.

"See my paper The Aryan Ancestry of Jesus, page 9, note *; compare
the Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenldndischen Gesellschaft, vol. Ixiii.. page

250, lines 24-30. See also above, page 356, note 4.
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it may be supposed, came over land, across the isthmus of Suez, and

founded the northern kingdom of Egypt in the Delta. Others came

across the Red Sea, near Koseir,*^ and established the Southern

Kingdom in Upper Egypt. The northern and the southern king-

doms were afterwards united by Menes, about b. c. 3300, just as

David united his southern kingdom with the northern kingdom of

Israel about 1000 b. c.

The Israelites may have originally lived with their Edomite

brethren on the northeastern shore of the Red Sea, but they must

afterwards have sojourned for some time in Mesopotamia**^ before

they settled in Palestine. They may be a branch of the Semites

who had invaded Northern Babylonia and had afterwards gone to

Assyria.*^ The Edomite ancestors of the Jews invaded Palestine

from the south prior to b. c. 1000, but the Israelites must have come

to Palestine from the northeast (probably through Rakkah on the

Euphrates, Palmyra, and Damascus)*® prior to b. c. 1400, and settled

first in the northern region of the country east of the Jordan, i. e.,

Bashan and Gilead.*^ If the Israelites sojourned in Mesopotamia,

we can understand the points of contact between the Israelitish law-

book^" in Exodus, xxi., 2—xxii., 17 and the Code of Hammurapi

(B.C. 1958-1916).^^ The Decalogue (Exodus, xx., 1-17) repre-

" On' the western bank of the Nile, at Nakadah and al-Ballas, about

five days' journey from Koseir, there are some of the earliest settlements in

Egypt. Compare also the Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Archceology,

vol. xxxi. (London, 1909) page 210, line 4.

^^ Probably on the pasture-grounds south of Haran, between the Eu-

phrates and the Chaboras. Compare above, page 358, note 15, and Genesis,

xi., 28. 31; xxiv., 4. 10; xxvii., 43; xxviii., 2; xxxi., 18; xxxiii., 18;

Deuteronoiny, xxvi., 5. The Hebrew term for Mesopotamia, Ardm-N ahardim,

means The Arameans of the Great River, i. e., the Euphrates; see Haupt,
The Book of Nahum (Baltimore, 1907) page 31.

" In Genesis, x., 11 the Authorized Version renders correctly in the

margin : he went out into Assyria.

** Rakkah means bank, shore; Palmyra = Tadmor (for Titmur) : palmy,

abounding in palms; and Damascus seems to be a contraction of Ddr-mdski

well-watered region. See my paper on the Ethnology of Galilee (cited above,

page 360, note 22) and the Zcitschrift der Deutschcn Morgenldndischen

Gesellschaft, vol. xli., page 195, line 9; also Orientalistische Literaturzeitung,

vol. x., col. 306; vol. xii., col. 214, note 15.

*' Compare Genesis, xxxi., 21. 47; Deuteronomy, i., 4, etc.

°° Compare above, page 359, note 19. /^ See next page.
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sents the quintessence of the old moral and religious precepts/^

which was probably extracted by the prophets^^ in the seventh cen-

tury, after Israel had fallen in b. c. 721, and which was afterwards

still more concentrated by Jesus.^*

According to later Judaic tradition, Abraham came from Ur of

the Chaldees, and went afterwards to Egypt (Genesis, xii., 10).

The same source states that Abraham had an Egyptian concubine

(Genesis, xvi., i''). The object of such statements as we find, e. g.,

in Genesis, xliii., 32, is to emphasize the fact that the Egyptians,

among whom the Edomite ancestors of the Jews sojourned for some

time, considered themselves superior to the forefathers of the

Israelites. Genesis, xxvii., 36 (compare xxv., 33) explains how it

happened that the Israelites in the north possessed a higher civili-

zation than their Edomite brethren in the south. The Israelites

were peasants ; the Edomites, on the other hand, semi-nomadic shep-

herds. Sons of Leah means cozvboys; Sons of Rachel, shep-

herds .^^ The statement that Joseph, the father of Ephraim and

Manasseh, was a Son of Rachel, must be viewed in the same light as

the tradition that the Israelites were in Egypt (compare above,

page 359. line 19).

The ancient Egyptians called themselves Worshipers of Horus,

the god of light. This deity may be ultimately identical with the

god of the Sinaitic volcano. Harr is the Arabic term for volcanic

regions. In the Old Testament we find harerhn in Jeremiah, xvii.,

6. Nahor, which was originally the name of an Aramaic deity, can

hardly be connected with Horus.^^

" Compare the Johns Hopkins University Circulars, No. 163 (June, 1903)

page 59; A. H. McNeile, The Book of Exodus (London, 1908) page

xlvii; Ed. Meyer, Geschichte der Altertums, vol. i., part 2 (Stuttgart,

1909) page 450.
^' Compare Exodus, xxii., 17-xxiii., 19.

^ See my paper The Religion of the Hebrew Prophets in the Transactions

of the Third International Congress for the History of Religions (Oxford,

1908) vol. i., p. 270.

"See Matthew, xxii., 40; vii., 12; compare Romans, xiii., 9.

°° Heb. leah = cow, rachel =: ewe. See my paper on Leah and Rachel in

the Zeitschrift fiir die alttesfamcntliche Wissenschaft, Vol. xxxix. (Giessen,

1909), pp. 281-286.

°'For Horus in Old Testament names see Cheyne's Encyclopccdia

Biblica, col. 3304, §81.
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Every statement with regard to prehistoric periods is, of course,

more or less conjectural. But I adhere to the principle that the

probably right is preferable to the undoubtedly wrong. The possi-

bility cannot be denied. It is even possible that the Sumerians are

Egyptian emigrants of the pre-Semitic population of Egypt, who

left their native land after the double Semitic invasion across the

isthmus of Suez and the Red Sea near Koseir. The Sumerians

may have come from Eg}'pt to Southern Babylonia through the

Persian Gulf. This would explain the legend of Oannes^' and

several remarkable points of contact between Egyptian culture and

Babylonian civilization. There is even a racial resemblance between

the Sumerian heads of Telloh and the head of the famous statue of

the Egyptian scribe in the Louvre or the head of the well-known

wooden statue known as the sheikh al-baladJ'^

Wehave, of course, no mathematical evidence for the prehistoric

periods of Arabia, Egypt, and Babylonia. But so much is certain

:

Jewish monotheism is derived from Egypt, ^^ and the sacred moun-

tain of the Edomite ancestors of the Jews was a volcano near the

ancient Edomitic port of Elath at the northeastern end of the Red

Sea. The Burning Bush on the Mountain of God as well as the

miraculous passage of the Hebrews through the Red Sea^*^ are not

legendary, but historical.

"See Zimmern's remarks in E. Schrader, Die KeilinscJiriftcn und

das Alte Testament (Berlin, 1903) page 535.
^* See the plates in Ed. Meyer, Surncricr und Scmiten (Berlin, 1906)

and Aegypten cur Zeit der Pyramidenerbauer (Leipzig, 1908).
^^ Wecan trace the beginning of the solar monotheism of ancient Egyptian

theology to the Fifth Dynasty (2680-2540 e.g.). Horus was gradually

superseded by Ra, just as Jhvh was substituted for Esau. Compare above,

page 357, note 6.

°° The Edomite ancestors of the Jews may have crossed the Red Sea at the

small peninsula, 75 miles (120 kilometers) south of the northern end of the

modern Suez Canal, between the larger and the smaller basins of the Bitter

Lakes which formed at that time the northern end of the Red Sea. Major-

General Tulloch observed that under a strong east wind the w-aters of

Lake Menzalah, at the northern end of the Suez Canal receded for a distance

of several miles. In the same way the water northeast of this peninsula may
have been driven by a strong east wind (Exodus, xiv., 21) into the larger

basin of the Bitter Lakes, while the water in the shallow lower basin receded

at low tide. Although the Bitter Lakes and the Red Sea are now connected
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I believe that the Dehverer was a historical person. But we

need not beheve that Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and

seventy of the elders of Israel saw God (Exodus, xxiv., lo). The

author of the Fourth Gospel says (John, i., i8) : No man hath seen

God at any time. Deuteronomy, iv., 12, states: The Lord spake

unto you out of the midst of the fire
;

ye heard the voice of the

words, but saw no similitude ; only ye heard a voice. But Jesus told

the Jews according to St. John, v., 37 : Ye have neither heard His

voice at any time, nor seen His shape.

only by the modern Suez Canal, the tide extends to the southern end of

the Bitter Lakes. The present northern end of the Gulf of Suez is prac-

tically dry at low tide. Pi-hahiroth (Exodus, xiv., 2) should be read

Pi-hahcritJi, i. e., the mouth {pi) of the canal (ha-herith = Assyr. heritti)

connecting Lake Timsah (north of the Bitter Lakes) with the Nile. See

my papers on the crossing of the Red Sea and the palm-grove on the Red
Sea in Peiser's Orientalistische Literaturzeitung, vol. xii. (Leipzig, 1909)

columns 245 and 250. Further details concerning the statements made in

the present paper may be found ibid., in my articles on the birth-place of

David and Christ ; the ancestors of the Jews ; Hobab, father-in-law ; the

name Jhvh (cols. 65, 162, 164, 211) and especially in my paper on Midian

and Sinai, pp. 506-530 of vol. Ixiii. (Leipzig, 1909) of the Zeitschrift der

Dentschcn Morgcnlandischcn Gesellschaft.


